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Some Onisiwai — ris" of the celebrated 
John ( Wilmot ); Earl of Rockefter | to bis 
Lady and Son. 


9s HAT there feta skind of Veneration, which 

may be tiled’ Natural, for whatever belongs 

J to great Men, appears from hence, that in 

all Ages and .in all Countries this Humor 

has prevailed, and. the moft trifling Things 

have been thought precious on the Score of 

§ their belonging to, or having been Jefe by 

fome Perfon of high Diftinétion., We may 

add to this, that the Value of thefe Relicks is very little, ifat.all 
enhanced by their Materials. The rufty Swo od of Scanderd + 
would be looked upon (except. by a Goldfmith) as infinitely 
Vo. Il. xX a better 
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@ better Thing than-a modern gold Hilt ever fo finely finith’d; 
ahd -hence.it is, that we fee fuch large Sums given for Things 
of very. little intrinfic Value, and fometimes too of very 
doubtful Authority. 

It is from thefe Confiderations, and many more of a like 
Nature that might be mention’d, that it is hoped the Publick 
will receive Pleafure from the Publication of thefe few genuine 
Remains of a Nobleman, efteemed the greateft Wit in an Age 
the moft fertile of Wits this Ifland has ever had to boaft. e 
cannot indeed fay, that they relate either to ftriking or im. 
on Subjects, for they are addrefled to the Countefs his 

ife, (to whom if-not ever conftant, he was always. civil 
and to his Son, while a Child of eight Years old at Eaten, 
We cannot *therefore expect any thing of that Flame. and 
Paffion,which would have appcar’d in his Epiftles to Mrs. Barry, 
who is known to have been his Favourite, and to have owed 
to his Inftruétions a very large Share of that Fame, which 
fhé acquifed upon the Stage. Neither are we to look for 
the grave, fententious Difcourfes of one who was or hada 
Mind to pafs for a Philoiopher, that being neither his Lord. 
fhip’s Character ; nor would it have been a Stile proper to 
have been comprehended by one of fo tender an Age, asthe 
Child to whom thefe Epiftles are addrefs’d. 


But we may look for good Senfe, good Humour, and a , 


good Manner of Writing to a Wife and Child, without be- 
ing difappointed. They have in this Refpeét all the Beau- 
ties that can be wifhed for; they are eafy, and corre& ; thofe 
to his Lady full of Humour; thofe to his Son, of paternal 
Tendernefs and good Senfe. . They fhew us, that he was not 
able to fet Pen to Paper, on the flighteft or moft trivial Occa- 
fion, without leaving.thofe Marks of Genius, which diftinguifh 
a trueWir, and which one who affects it can never reach. The 
Letter to his Lady, ill fpelt and full of hard Words, is no doubt 
a very natural Burlefque on that kind of Stile, which then was 
and {till is in ufe amonga certain Sort of People ; the Verfes 
alfo have probably the fame Character, and in the laft Let- 
ter there are Allufions, which we live at too great a Diftance 
of Time to hope for any Lights, that may enable us» fully 
to-underfland. But what then? the fame Thing hap 
pens in the familiar Letters of all the Ancients, and 

they are not thought trivial, or below our Notice. We 
enter ‘as far as we can into the Family Circumftances of fuch 
Fpiftles'; and yet we have nothing more to do with them 
than with thefe. The only rational Caufe that can be affign’d 


tor the -Pleafure we reccive in reading them, is the Delight 
that 
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that conftantly refults from looking into human Nature, and 
examining the Recefles of the Mind. This we may gratify 
here as well as there $ and therefore thofe who have a true 
Tafte, cannot fail of approving the Pains taken to convey 
thefe glitteririg Fragments, long buried in the Duft of a Clofet, 
with due Refpe&t to Pofterity. 


LETTER Y. 
Jo his SON. oN 
CHARLES, = op. 


Take it very kindly that you write to:me (tho’ feldome, ) 
| and with heartily ‘that you would behave yourfelf fo, that 
may fhew how much I love you, without being afhamed. 
Obedience to your Mother and Grandmother, and thofe that 
inftruct you in good Things, is the’ Way to make ‘you hap- 
py bere and forever. Avoid Idlenefs, fcorn Lying, and God 
will blefs you ; for which I pray. 
RocHESTER. 


LETTER. I. 
To bis SON. 


Hope, Charles, when you! #eceive this, and know 

that I have fent this Gentleman ‘to be your * Tutor, 
you will be very glad to fee that I take fo much Care 
of you, and be. very grateful ;\-which “is beft fhewn in 
being obedient. You are now grown bigg enough to be a 
Man, if you can be wife enough ; and the Way to be truly 
fo, isto ferve God, learn your Book, and obferve the In- 
firuétions of your Parents, and next your Tutor, to whom 
I have intirely refign’d you for thefe feven Years; and accord- 
ing as pe employ that Time, you are to be happy or un- 
happy for ever ; but I have fo good an Opinion of you, that 
Tam glad to ‘think you: will never deceive me. Dear Child, 
learn your Book, ‘and ‘be obedient,’ and. you fhall fee what a 
Father I will be to you ; You fhall want no Pleafure, » whilft 
you are good, and that you may be fo, is always my con- 
Gant Prayer. 


ROCHESTER. 
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LETTER Ill. 
Tomy more than meritorious Wife. 


AM, by Fate, Slave to your Will, 
And fhall be moft obedient fill ; 
To thew my Love I will compofe you, 
For your fair Fingérs Ring a Po'hie ; 
In which thall be exprefs’d my Duty, 
And how I'll be for ever true t’ you, 
"ob With low-made Legs: and fugar’d Speeches, 
Yielding to your fair Bum the Breeches:; 
sets ooghlll fhew mylelf, jn all I can, — 
4 w¥our faithful humble Servant, Joun 


fused in 


> Soar 


LE TT ER IV. 
% bis LAD Y. 


Erfons in Abfence aught to notifie Returns reciprocrally, 
vi JaffeRionately reconfell’d with humble. Redentigrations 
jmowever correfpondeng, te the Sencefibility , of, equivalent 
pollegys, neither can I diftin&ly glorifie myfelf collaterallyw 
pode ‘Fran{cendeney -with more Luftre,.than by vanting 
nryfelh eng , 
vi Your moft: humble Seryant, 


/RocHEstTED 


Mapam, 


i humbly. thank you for your kind Letter, and am in Hope 
tobe very speedily with you, which is ever a great Happ 
nels to + Sts ' 


Your humble Servant, 


- RocHeEst#. 


LET: 














ly, 
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LETTER V. 
To. bis LADY. 


HE laft Letter I received from your Honour . was 
fomething fcandalous, fo I knew not how to anfwer it. 
kt was my Defign to have written to Lady 4ux Wilmot to, ine 
tercede for me, but now with Joy I find myfelf again ip 
your Favour, it fhall be my Endeavour to continue fo ; ih 
Order to which very apectiy I will be with you. In the mean 
time my Mother may be pleafed to difpofe of my Children, 
my Chymift, and:my little Dogs, and whatever is mine, as fhe 
pleafes ; only if I may have nothing about me, as I like, it 
will be the Caufe of. making the Felicity of waiting on her 
befall me very feldome. Thus I remain with my Duty to 
her, my Service to you, and all thofe Things, 
RocHESTER, 


MADAM, 


This illuftrious Perfon ‘is my Ambaflador to my Son and 
Daughter ; the Prefents fhe brings are great and glorious, and 
L hope will gain her an:equal Reception. To my Son, fhe 
will deliver a Dog of the laft Litter of Lap-Dogs fo much 
severeticed at Indofian, for the Honour -they have to lie on 
Cufhions of Cloth of Gold at the Feet of the Great AZgul. 
The Dog’s Name.is Omrgh.. To my Daughter I have fent 
the vhiy Porton ofthe Duchefs La Valliere, late Miftrefs to the 
King of France, dried up and pined away to a very {mall 
Proportion by Fafting. 
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LETTER VI. 
To Lady RocuEesTEeR. 


MaApam, 


they fhould be like you. By the Bignefs of the Head 

uld apprehend you far gone in the Rickets ; by the Severity 
of the Couneeniiate: fomewhat inclin’d to Prayer and Pro. 
phecy ; yet there is an Alacrity in your plump Cheeks, that 
feems to fignify Sack and Sugar; and.your fharp-fighted Nof 
has borrow’d Quicknefs from the fweet-fmelling Eye. 1 
never faw a Chin fmile before, a Mouth frown, or a Fore! 
head mump. Trucly the Artift has done his Part (God keep 
him humble) and a fine Man he is, if his Excellencies don't 
puff him up like his Piétures. The next Impertinence | 
have to tell you is, that 1 am coming into the Country; | 
have got Horfes, but want a Coach; when that Defeét is fup- 
plied, you fhall quickly have the Trouble of 


J icy tn three Pictures, and am in a great Fright lef 
oO 


Your Humble Servant, 


ROCHESTER 


LET TER..VIL. 


To the fame. 


MApbAm, 


AM at laft come to Adderbury, where I find none but 
the Houfe-keeper, the Butler, and Rats, who {queak 
mightily, and are all in good Health; your Daughter ou 
next Door Neighbour is well; I gave her your Prefeat, 
which fhe received handfomely. Your Maids, for good Huf- 
bandsy and Equipage Sake, I would have fent you from 
Tithing to Tithing, as the Law of England allows; but Fit 
rance was gentle and penitent, and deferves fomething better. 
I have given her Counfel for one End, and a foft Pillion for 
the other, upon which fhe ambles to Somer/et/ire, where I 
am glad to hear your Liadythip is, I hope in good Heals 
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this prefent Writing. :Your other Maid is.a very eloquent 
Perfon, and I have paid her her Wages. Rouse in- 
tend for Woodftock, and from thence to London, where I hope 
to receive your Commands. Prefent my humble Duty to 
my. Lady Varre, whofe Favours will ever be in my grateful 
Mavorys my humble Service to Lady La Warre, to Coufin 
Betty, Sweet Honey, Mrs. Windham, the Spright, and the 
litle Girl whom my Soul loveth. I hope my. Brother is 
well, but it is. not ufual. to prefent our Service to Men in 
Ladies Letters 5 fo like a. well-bred Gentleman I ret, 


Madam, 
| Your Humble Servant, 


RocHEStER, 


If you are pleafed, I am pleafed : Were my Mother pleafed, 
all were plealed ; ‘which God be pleafed to grant. 


ROCHESTER. 





THEAGENES to SYLVIA. 


yiionel i 
Eiugy wAAnAws wea Savaov uw’ eSevos evoyAvperas. 


Xenoph. Eph. 


Th ARGUMENT. 


PALEMON, an old Shepherd of Arcadia, a Defcendant from 
the God Paw, had two Daughters,MyRTiLLa and SYLVIA. 
The Eldeft, byCommand of the Oracle, was married to THE A- 
GENES, Son to Hieron the Prief of Diana. After 
the Celebration of the Nuptials, PALEMON, being advanc’d 
im Years, retired with the Youngef? into the moft folitary 
Part of the Country, im order to [pend the veft- of bis Days in 
the moft uninterrupted Tranquillity ; but fome Years after, a 
publick Feftival being appointed to the Honour of the Goddefs, 
the good old Man, ve ing to feem wanting in Zeal, left his 

tirement for a whtle, and teok bis Daughter —_ Ay 

a then 
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then arrived. at Maturity, along with bim. At the Tim 
ihey came tothe Temple, THEAGENES was officiating «with 
his Father in a-veligious Ceremony ; but he no fooner bebal 
| the beautiful young Shepherde/s, than all his Devotion: w 
turned to ber from the Goddefs, From hence proceededith 
moft criminal Defires, the Accomplifoment of which caufd 
PaxLemon’s Death through Grief. Sytvia in the 
Defpair and Contrition, makes a Vow to expiate her \paj 
Offence, by a Life of religious Solitude: Upon-which Occafm 
‘LHEAGENES writes the following Bpiftle. 


AY, deareft Objeé&t of my broken Heart, 

Muft we-for e’er, like Soul and Body, part? 
Muft I be doom’d whole Ages to deplore, 
And think of Tranfports I muft tafte no more? 
O dreadful Thought ! whofe endlefs View contains. 
Grief foll’wing Grief, and Pains fucceeding Pains 
Each Joy is blafted, and each Comfort fled, 
Ye dreary Sifters, cut the fatal Thread ! 


Ah |! whither fly’ft thou? to fome dreary Plain, 
Where frozen Chaftity and Horror reign ; 
And Melancholy, Daughter of Dejpair, 
With pale Comtrition, and with gloomy Care ; 
To fpend thy Youth in fuperftitious Fears, 
In needlefs Penance, Penitence, and Tears ! 
There Guilt fhould dwell, by pow’rful Confcience drove, 
But thou haft none, if ’tis no.Sin tolove. 
For what avails my matrimonial Vow, 
Too.dull for Lovers, and forgotten.now ? 
Religious Cheat ! impos’d by Fear on Man, 
And Priefts‘continue what the Fool began. 


_  O fay, for Abfence never can deftroy; 
No Diftance quell my vifionary Joy; 

In vain you ftill endeavour to remove 

The beauteous Caufe of my unbappy Love: 
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Imagination foll’wing clofe behind, 
Prefents afrefh paft Pleafures to my Mind ; 
The rebel Mind forbidden Paffion knows, 
With welcome Flames the guilty Bofom glows, 
Again th’ extatic Soul diflolves away, . 
In byighteft Vifions,.of eterna] Day ; 
There fees thy fatal Form, or feems to fee, 
For Heav’n it lofes, when it lofes thee. 


Worn by my Sorrows, fee this wretched Frame, 
Innocent Obje& .of thy fatal Flame ! 
See! round my Lips a deadly Palenefs {pread; 
Where Rofes bloom’d, the Canker Grief has fed ;' 
‘From my cold Cheeks the with’ring Lilly fies, 
And Light .extinguifh’d leaves my weeping Eyes. 


O count again the Pleafures we have prov’d, 
When each promoted what the other lov’d ; 
Recall in Thought, each am’rous Moment gone, 
Think each foft Circumftance, and ftill think on; 
But chief that Day deftrutive to my Reft, 
For ever fatal, yet for ever bleft, 
When I affifted at the facred Shrine, 
My aged Father in the Rites divine, 
And deftin’d Victims for his Hand prepar’d, 
A brighter Goddefs than the firft appear’d 5 
A while in fixt Sufpenfe I[ ftood amaz’d, 
And drank delicious Poifon as I gaz’d: 
O dang’rous Senfe ! for through th’ enraptur’d Eyes 
I felt the deadly-pleafing Fire arife, ‘ 
Then quick o’er all my glowing Fabric run, 
For but to fee thee, and to love, are one. 
No more the Pomp and folemn Splendor pleafe, 
Devotion’s Flames within my Bofom ceafe ; 
Vou. Ill. Z Thy 
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Thy fairer Form expell’d the Deity, 
And all the mighty Space was fill’d with thee. 





I fear’d *twas Error, and to Wifdom fled, 
To call her rigid’Do&rine to my Aid 
But fuch the Paffion, Wifdom-could approve, 
She faw the Objett, and‘ fhe bade me love. 


The pleafing Paths of Venus I retrod, 
No more a Mortal, but an am’rous God- 
O pow’rful Weaknefs of th’ extatic Mind ! 
Czleftial Gleams to human Failings join’d ! 
Love wafts our Thoughts, when Fancy fpreads her Sail, 
To Lands of Paradife with gentle Gales, 
Loves make the Sifter Soul for ever even ; 
Love can do all, for Love itfelf is Heav’n. 


The. tedious Bus’nefs of the Day was done, 


Our Off ’rings ended with the parting Sun ; 
The -Night advanc’d, thé Shepherds homeward fped 
To the fweet Comforts of the Nuptial Bed ; 
But me, alas! far other Cares employ, 

To reap the Harveft of unlawful Joy ; 
Penfive I wander’d on the lonely Shore, 
Where breaking Billows at a Diftance roar ; 
The Sighs that iffued from my lab’ring Breaft, 
Woke Echo from her inmoft Cave of Reft; 

.On thee I thought, on thee I call’d alone, 

. The foften’d Rocks re-echo’d to my Moan, 
The fympathizing Streams ran mournful by, 
And tun’d their plaintive Bubblings to my Cry. 


Thrice had the Moon her Silver Mantle fpread, 
As oft I wander’d from the Marriage Bed ; 
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As oft I travers’d o’er the neighb’ring Plain, , 
As oft I fought thee, but I fought in vain ; 

At laft arriv’d the long-expected Hour, 

I found thee. mufing in a lonely Bow’r; 

The Time and Place invited to, impart 

The faithful Language of a love-fick Heart ; 
Scarce had I fpoke, ere inftant Rage appear’d, 
A Sifter’s Wrongs thy tender Bofom fhar’d ; 
Reproaches keen to blafting Looks enfu'd, 

And all the Female Fury foon purfu’d. 


Succefslefs thefe, I other Means effay’d, 
Already cunning in the Lover’s Trade, 
In agonizing Sighs 1 fought Relief, 
With each pathetic Circumftance of Grief; 
A War unequal in thy Breaft fucceeds, 
Stern Duty fails, and gentle Pity pleads; 
Compaffion conquer’d, all Difdain remov’d, 
And foon what Mercy fpar’d, the Woman lov’d. 
A crimfon Bluth o’er all thy Face was fpread, 
Then Lillies pale, and all the Rofes fled ; 
Each Look more faithful, to the Heart reveal’d 
The fatal Secret that the Tongue conceal’d. 
The happy Omen of Succefs I view’d, 
Embrac’d th’ Advantage, and th’ Attack purfu’d, 
Honour’s firft Guard of wakeful Scruples o’er ; 
Love found a Breach, and Fears contend no more ; 
Each other’s Arms each other’s Body preft, 
We fpoke much Pleafure, and we felt the reft ; 
The reft, which only can the Faithful.feel ; 
The reft, which none had ever Pow’r to tell ; 
The reft, which feels unutterably {weet, 
In the firft Intercourfe when Lovers meet ; 

Z 2 
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The modeft Difidence, and bold Defires, 
Soft thrilling Cold, and quick-returnitig Fires, 
The glowing Blufhes, and the joyfil Tears, 
The flatt’ring Wifhes, and th’ alarming Fears, 
The gentle Breathings, and the mutual Sighs, 
And all the filent Eloquence of Eyes. 


Pleas’d with the firft Delight, my Raptures rove 
To feize at‘once the laft Recefs of Love; 
Till flying {wiftly on from Joy to Joy, 
I funk at laft in heav’nly Extafy. 


The fecret Progrefs thus we firft began, 
Then foon o’er Pleafure’s flow’ry Circle ran ; 
How oft we met, dull Reafon frown'd in vain ; 
How oft we parted but to meet again ! 

O bleffed Moments, and divineft Dreams ! 
Enchanting Tranfports, and celeftial Gleams ! 
Fly quick, my Fancy, bring *em back to View, 
In Retrofpection let me love anew ; 

And once in Thought enjoy the Blifs again, 
Even cheaply purchas’d by an Age of Pain. 


O facred Queen of filent Night, ‘advance, 
And caft thy fable Mantle o’er th’ Expanfe ; 
Come, gentle Sleep, and clofe my wearied Eyes, 
Give to my Arms what hateful Day denies, 
For vain, alas ! thofe dulcet Withes roll, 
When fov’reign Reafon awes the wakeful Soul ; 
Sleep fets it free to all its native Fires, 
And gives a grateful Loofe to foft Defires. 
At that calm Hour, when Peace her Requiem fings, 
And pleafing Slumbers fpread their airy W ings; 
Thy beauteous Image ¢omes before my Sight : 
(My Theme by Day, my conftant Dream by en 
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Faney not fairer paints thofe Heav’n-born Maids, 
In fair Elyfium under Myrtle: Shades, 

Who ever blooming, ever young appear, 

To drive from: happy Shades intruding Fear ; 
My ravifh’d Thoughts on Plumes angelic foar, 
And feel within a Heav’n, or fomewhat more. 
Strait on thy oft-repeated Name [I call, 

Then wake, and figh, and find it vanifh’d all. 
Thus erft when Orpheus from the Stygian Shore 
Had won his youthful Bride by Mufick’s Pow’r, 
Impatient to behold her, ere he paft 

The Pool Cocytus, and th’ infernal Wafte, 
Unwary, caft forbidden Looks behind, 

The ficeting’ Shadow vanifh’d like the Wind, 
And all his Joys wing’d their eternal Flight 
With her, like frighted Doves, to Realms of Night. 


Again I clofe my Sleep-deluded Eyes, 
Around my Soul black Swarms of Demons rife, 
Pale Spectres grin, and angry Furies howl, 
Quick Light’nings flath, and horrid Thunders roll ; 
The Genius of the Marriage-Bed appears, 
An Iron Scourge relentlefs Vengeance rears ; 
Again the frighted Wand’rer haftes away 
Back to the living Horrors of the Day, 
There counts the vifionary Mis’ry o’er, 


And realizes what was dreamt before. 


Ye dreary Pow’rs, that hover o’er the Plains 
Where Sorrows reign, and everlafting Pains, 
Bear me to Places fuited to my Woe, 
Where noxious Herbs and deadly Poifons grow, 
Whilft wintry Winds blow fiercely round my Head, 
The Flint my Pillow, fharpéd Rocks my Bed; 
And 
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And Ghofts of Wretches once who dy’d for Love, 
Round their unburied Bodies nightly rove, 

That hang half moulder’d on a blafted Tree, 
And by their fad Example counfel me. 


What now avail the joyous Moments paft, 
Or what will all the wretched Few that laft? 
In them I dying will our Loves proclaim, 
With fault’ring Accents call upon thy Name, 
And_whilft I blefs thee with my parting Breath, 
Enjoy the Raptures of my Life in Death. 
Then fpare thy Curfes, and forget th’Offence 
Of him who robb’d thee of thy Innocence ; 
Or if not quite forget, forgive at Icaft, 
And footh the dying Penitent to Reft. 


Oh! may to thee the pitying Gods beftow 
Eternal Peace, and Happinefs below ; 
Yet when thy mortal Frame, as once it muft, 
Returns and mingles with its Native Duft ; 
May the fame Urn our mingled Afhes have, 
And find a lafting Union in the Grave! 


If you ere long my bleeding Corfe fhould fee 
Bencath the Covert of yon confcious Tree, 
This laft Requeft I make for all my Fears, 


For all my fleeplefs Minutes fpent in Tears, 

For all thofe Struggles of my parting Breath, 
And all the Agonies in one, my. Death; 

Think on the Raptures that we ravifh’d there, 
Then breathe a Sigh, and drop th’ indebted Tear. 
This empty Tribute’s to the Mem’ry due, 

Of one, who liv’d and dy’d in Love of you. 
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My Ghoft, thus footh’d, fhall feck the Stygian Shore, 
Mix with the happy Crowd, and grieve no more, 

But eager wait till thou at laft art giv’n, 

To raife each Bleffing of the Ely/ian Heav’n, 

Where uncontroul’d in amorous Sports we’ll play, 

And love a whole Eternity away. 
PHILARETES, 


By the late Dr.-AtTersury Bifhop of Rochefter. 


HOR ACE Ode lll. Book IV... 
Quemiin Melpomene femel —— 
I. 


E on whofe Birth the Lyric Queen 
Of Numbers fmil’d, fhall never grace 
The J#hmian Gauntlet, nor be feen 
Firft in the fam’d Olympic Race. 


II. 


He fhall not after Toils of War, 

And humbling haughty Monarchs Pride, 
With laurel’d Brows confpicuous far, 

To Fove’s Tarpeian Temple ride. 


Ill. 


But him the Streams that warbling flow 
Rich Tibur’s flow’ry Meads along, 

And fhady Groves (his Haunts) fhall know 
The Mafter of olian Song. 
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IV. 


The Sons of Rome, Majeftic Rome / 
Have fix’d me in the Poets’ Choir ; 

And Envy now, or dead or dumb, 
Forbears to blame what they admire. 


V. 


Goddefs of the {weet-founding Lute, 
Which thy harmonious Touch obeys ; 
Who canft the finny Race, tho’ mute, 
To dying Cygnets Accents raife : 
VI. 


Thy Gift it is, that,al], with: Eafe 
Thy now-unrival’d Honours own 5 
That ftill I live, and living pleafe, 


O Goddefs, is thy Gift alone. 





Th ASTROLOGICAL PHYSICIAN, 


AFFABLE 
Imitated from Monf. De la Motte. 


Son of Galen, learn’d indeed 

In writing what no Man could read, 
A Doftor’s Bill :—-He knew the Art, 
And had the Med’¢ines all by Heart ; 
Manag’d his afking Palm fo fairly, 
That Fees efcap’d him very rarely, 
Large was his Wig, not worth a Groat ; 
His Face as grave as if he thought : 
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He read the Stars and Fate’s Decrees, 
And knew to eaft Nativities: - : 
Among the reft, he ceft-his owt 
And Colin’s Fate, a Country Clown’; 
And found by his’ prefaging Power; ' ~ 
He could not long-futvive' the’ Hour 
That Colin dy’di: ‘Vhe rufticke Et 
He now lov’d equal to himfelf ; 

He watch’d him elofes: whene’er he-cat; 
The Doétor firft: obferv’d the Meat’;: 
And judg’d, whene’er he drank, his,Beer, 
If any Poifor fhould be there :" 
But vain was all the Dodétor’s'Cae!! 
The Fever dame, :he breath’d:a: Veins 
But Bleeding prowd; alas!) in vaini 
His Skin was fcalding, Pulfes:quick, » . 
His Stomach weak, and very fick. 
He’s ftrait undreft, and put to Bed, — 
A Blifter clapt all oe’r his Head : 
The Symptom ftrenger now appears; 
Two more are ftuck behind his Ears. 
Quick give me Paper, I muft write, , 
He cry’d ;—a {weating Pill to-night ; 
Pearl Julep too, to wath it down: 
Such Care was taken of the Clown! 
Bat oh! in Spight of all Purgation, 
Blifters and Drugs, and Perfpiration, 
He dy’d: The Caufe is doubtful ftill ; 
He had a Fit, and took the Pill. 
Fhe Doétor, fitent with Surprife, 
Deplor’d his Death with weeping Eyes. 
He faw poor Colin’s Glafs was gone : 
His own had-but'an Hour to run; 
Vou. Ill, Z 
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He made his Will, and call’d his Friends, ' 
Kifs’d his Relations, fhook their Hands; | 
In fhort, all Ceremonies paft, 
As if he was to breathe his laft, 
He pray’d.—They. fhook their Heads, and cry, 
«* Ay, now the Doétor fure will dic.”’ 
The Hour elaps’d, yet ftill they found 
The Doétor living, fafe and found. 
He wak’d next Morning in. his Bed, 
And wonder’d-why he was n’t dead; 
At length he fpoke,—** I from my Heart, 
*¢ Now think there’s nothing in my Art : 
** Aftrology and-Phyfick too, 
** You beth are Cheats! adieu, adieu ! 
** In Spight of this, I live, he cry’d’; 
** In Spight of that, poor Colin dy’d. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS,. 


iin Account of Dr. Stukeley’s Oricines Rersto wi 
n@, Pars Il: ‘Or a Defence of bis Interpretations 
the Sculpture in the fubterraneous Chapel, found 
Roifton in 1742, againf[ Mr. Parkin of Oxburgh 
Printed in Stamford 1746, in 4to, Sold by Mr.Ro 
gers, Book/feller there, and by the Bookjfellers is 
London. 


E Doétor has dedicated this. Book to Lord Chancellor 

Hardwick, as the former Part. In the Preface, he give 
fome Account of the Occafion of it, both ‘becaufe he judge 
the Antiquity difputed about, worthy of it ; as alfo to vir 
dicate his own Character, from the indecent Treatment 
Mr. Parkin. As he isa Stranger to that Gentleman, he fe 


rs 


plainly, that there is a finifter View in his Pamphlet, and thet 
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‘tis in the main a Party-quarrel. The Doétor has not 
fhown too much Refpect towards the Saints, and Rites, &c. 
of the Roman Church, or what he thinks more properly to 
be called the Popifo Church. For ‘in his Book he obferves, 
how induftrioufly thofe People here call themfelves Roman 
Catholicks ; and that the Engli/b are too complaifant to come 
into’ that wer of Speech. Rather ought we, as our Forefa- 
thers did, call them Papifts, a Name juftly odious amon 
us. He obferves, thefe People have no juft Title to be call’d 
either Romans or Catholicks. As to the Firft, an Englifoman is 
improperly called a Roman, and Catholick fignifies univerfal. 
A Papift cannot rightly be called by that Name, on Account 
of his Religion. he old Romans indeed permitted, and 
even initiated themfelves into all the Religions of the Na- 
tions they conquered ; but the Popifh is the moft narrow- 
fou!’d Religion in the Univerfe, as yr all others. 

The Doctor takes Notice of the Method praétifed by his 
Antagonift, in introducing his Book into: the World. He 
forms a Scheme-of becoming an Author, under the Pretence 
of anfwering the Doétor. He titles it an Anfwer to him, 
who never wrote to him or of him, being a Stranger. -He 
nearly tranfcribes his whole Book, ‘under the Colour ‘of 
anfwering him. But this is not all: A Popifh Bookfeller is 
employed to treat with the Doétor’s Bookfeller for his 
Copper-Plates; but the Doétor having them in his own 
Cuftody, he caufes them to be copied very fcrupuloufly. At 
the fame time, in his Book, he often finds Fault with the 
Drawing, though he has not the leaft amended it in his 
Copy ; and whereas the Dotor’s Name. was-at the Bottom 
of his own Plates, as the Defigner ; this he -puts’ out, not 
being ingenuous enough to own, whom he was obliged ‘to. 
‘Tis: certain, this Practice is what Bookfellers call Piracy, 
and. is direétly contrary to a late A&t of. Parliament. 

The Doétor begins his Work with, a fhort Defcriptiomef 


a famous Piece of a now in the Church of | Bayeux 


in Normandy, made by Maud, Queen of William the-Con- 
or. It contains the Hiftory of the Conqueft, in Pi@ture. 
obferves, the Drawing and Manner, the Habits’ and 
Tafte are’ fo like thofe in. the Roiffon Chapel, that “they 
manifeftly thow.a Time and Genius very little diftant. 
And as this Piece of Tapeftry is undoubtedly the nobleft: Mo- 
fument of our Englifh Hiftory abroad 3 fo the Doéior looks 
rs the Roiflon Chapel, as the nobleft Monument of our 
iftory at Home; which was the chief Inducement for him 
to make either the firft or fecond Publication about it. - 
Z 2 or 
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for his Antagonift’s unworthy Treatment, heknew, evey 
Reader of good Senfe could not but fee it was Malice and 
Faction. 
_ To publith and print a Thing merely becaufe. ’tis antient, 
and. whence no Ufle or Inftruétion, or even Amufement »i 
to be expected, may merit Reprehenfion ; but he is the tre 
Antiquary, who knows properly and with Judgment how 
to entertain the Publick with thefe Kind of Refearches. The 
Study of our national Antiquities is really a Subject fo noble 
in itfelf, and of fuch extraordinary Ufe and Advantage, that 


it ought highly to be encouraged and rewarded: as an Aw 
thor fays, 


Nec weniam antiquis, fed honorem & pramia pofci. 


The Greeks and Romans were defervedly admired for their 
Prudence and Condué ; therefore they efteemed fuch a 
ftudied their own Antiquities, beyond thofe that apply’ 
themfelves to other Parts of Learning. 

The Dottor feems too a little provoked, both im bis 
Preface and in the Book, that his Antagonift fheuld fay, that 
he interprets the Sculpture of the Chapel from certain Monk 
ifh Annals. Now the Doétor’s Interpretation .is chiefly taken 
drom. Benedié, Abbot of Peterborough, who was. very fat 
from being a Monk, or writing about Monkery ; fork 
was Chaolain to Henry WH. always at Court. And he 
gives us an accurate Hiftory of that Reign, which for Mantid 

eeds, for Law-making, for Political, Ecclefiaftical Trant 
actions of the maft publick Nature and Importance, give 
Place to none. 

He hae confulted likewife Roger Hoveden, another of thé 
King’s Chaplains ; and Giraldus Cambrenfis his Secretary ; and 
Matthew Paris, 2 Monk indeed, of St. Albans, but cotem 
porary ; and by all celebrated for a noble Hiftorian, but not 
tall in the good Graces-of the Papifts. . 

ow it cannot: be denied,. that the Sculpture in: Reif 
Chapel is exceedingly well accounted for from .thefe Aw 
thors; an¢ that in aconfecutive Series, from Left to Right, 
as we read or write; and the whole in order of Time. So 
that ‘tis manifeftly probable; nay, we cannot withold:out 
Affent to it; and “tis:as well proved, as any thing of this 
Nature can‘ pofiibly be, where we have no pofitive Record. 
lt mutt be owned too; the Doger both in his former 
Piece, and in this, writes modeftly enough, as Antiquarics 
aught to do: but his Opponent, »with quite another Ai, 
pretends 
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pretends 'to nothing) Jefs: than the ftrongéft Reafons, the moft 


jolid Proofs, nay even “Mathematical. Demonftrations. Bur 
when you come to examine them to the Bottom, as the Doc- 
tor does, they are found to be. extremely defective in. the 
Ballance, and no better than Counter-Conjectures ; and that 
done with a ftudy’d Purpofe of Contradiction to whatever 
the Doéctor advances, and upon no better a Foundation than 
the moft arbitrary ConjeGture. © 

All the while that he is dark’ning the Subje& with: fieth 
Invention, he produces no regular Defign in the whole s but 
merely an inconne&ted Medley, of a Hermitage in the middle 
of agreat Town; of a Socicty of Hermits in a Market- 
Place; and this a publick Chapel, and under Ground ; and for 
Travellers to frequent ; and that there were four or five Al- 
tats in it, and two or more Guilds or Fraternities of Religious 
Men and Women: and all this clofe bya Church. So that 
toaPerfon that has ever feen or gone down the Place, it 
appears the soft aftonifhing Invention that ever was cook’d 
wp, and merely romantic: not at all agreeable to Reafon, or 
the Nature of Things,or common Ufage, which are the Guides 
wemuft go by in this Study. 

The Doétor, in his Piece, very elaborately and folidly con- 
futes all that Mr. Parkin advances. He anfwers very largely 
albhis Objeétions and Cavils, and there are interfperfed occa- 
fionally, many curious and remarkable Matters of .Antiqui- 
ty, with which he thinks to alleviate the Reader’s Patience, 
attending to fo much Argument pro andcon. Ir will not 
be agreeable in this Abftract, to enter into the wrangling and 
difputative Part; but I fhall wholly confine myfelf to. give a 
fuccin& Account of Doétor S:ukeley’s Scheme, or Hypothe/is 
of the fubterraneous Chapel, which appears eafy, regular, 
confiftent, and natural, and will be. more entertaining than 
Argumentation. 

Inthe Year 1742, they accidently found a fubterrancous 
Cavity under the Market-houfe, in the Middle of Roj/lon 
Town. ’Tis juft in the InterfeGtion of the two great Roman 
Roads-here ; and juft by the old Stump of a Crofs, which 
gave Name to the Town ; firft called Roife’s Crofs herefrom ; 
alterwards Roife’s Town, or Roifton. 

The People, with incredible Pains and Perfeverance, emp-+ 
ty’'d this fubterraneous Place, by.a narrow Well, which was 
the original Paflage into it, not quite two Foot in diameter. 
Fhe Method of defcending, was by Holes cut oppofitely in the 
Chalk-cliff, for the Feet to take alternately, as in a Ladder. 

e Place was a large Bell-like Room, circular, twenty Foot 
‘ in 
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in diameter, thirty Foot in height ; cut out of ‘the folid 
Chalk, of which this ~ me te intirely compofed. 

The upper half of this Concavity was nearly filled with 
mere Rubbifh and’ Dirt from the Street ; but the lower /halfy 
where the Sculpture is, and where the Body was laid, wag 
filled with the pureft Garden-Mold. 

Upon Notice of ‘it, the Doétor went over, and had the 
Scull and Bones in his Hand, when he immediately pronounce: 
ed it to be a Female Scull. The Bones were very rotten, 
and muft have been buried feveral hundred Years. 

This »great Concave, from its Form and Colour, hada 
beautiful Appearance of itfelf; but it was alfo adorned quite 
round the Sides as high as one can well reach, with Imagery 
and Sculpture, cut in the Chalk, in relievo. The Figure 
are Saints, Crucifixes, Men and Women, done manifeftly in the 
Tafte of the early times of the Plantagenets ; in that Habit and 
Manner, much like Queen Maud’s Tapettry abovemention’d 


There is a circular Bench (as it were) goes quite round, 
which the Door calls a Podium ; ’tistoo broad for a Bend 
to fit on, and not high enough. It was manifeftly defignié 
for Proftration; we fee fuch in the Pavements of ancient 
Cathedrals towards the Eaft, where there has been Images of 


Saints. 

There is likewife in one Part a Cavity dug in the Floor 
about fix Foot in Length, which cuts off fo much of the 
Podium. It was manifeftly defign’d for a Grave. 

The Doétor took Drawings of the Place and Sculptures, 
and when he had well confider’d all Circumftances relating 
to this Appearance, it feemed to him highly probable, that 
this was really and properly a fepulchral Chapel. It was 
made before the Town of Roi/fon was in being, on Account 
of the adjacent Crofs, which Crofles were always reputed 
holy Ground, made on Purpofe for Travellers to pray by$ 
frequently fet up after a Battle, where the Slain were bu 
ried, in order to pray for their Souls. 

He concluded; that this Sepulchral Chapel was made by 
fome great Perfon, in their own Ground, deftin’d for 
Place of their Sepulture ; and from the Sculpture one might 
well imagin that fame Perfon frequented the Place for Prayé 
and Meditation on that great Change we mutt all undergo: 
That fame Perfon was accordingly bury’d here, and it wa 
a Woman. 

Maturely weighing the whole of this Affair, the Doétor 
thought it muft sotellorily be that famous Lady Rosa, who 
fet up ‘the Crofs; and was the Occafion of building the 
Town. He was more and more confirm’d in thefe Senti 

ments, 
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ments, the farther -he.enquired concerhing her ; every. Step 
led him. more apparently to the, Truth. _When he fearched 
into her Family; | Marriages, Children, and read. the, Hifto- 
sans of her Time, he seadily explained ‘the whole Imagery 
of the Place.;, All Confiderations concurr’d in the Evidence, 
and he was defired to give the Publick the Pleafure of con- 
templating. fo very coniiderable a Monument of our Englifs 
Hiftory ; much the moft remarkable one that has appeared 
jin our Days. “5 

Lady Roista was Daughter to the great Aubry de Vere, 
firft hereditary Lord great Chamberlain of England, Son of 
Aubry de Vere \. who. came into England with William the 
Conqueror. She was masried to Geffery.de Mandevile, the 
ft Earl of Effex, created by Maud the Emprefs. He died 


IL 
Trey had Children; Arnold, who. died S. P. Geffry de 
Mandevile, Fas) of. Effex, he died 1167 ; William de Man- 
devile, Earl of Effex, a Man of great Wifdom and Forti- 
tude, with great Favour’ in the Court and Camp of the wife 
and valorous King Henry II. He married the Daughter and 
Heirefs of the great William le Grofi, Earl of Albemarle. 
When the Doétor publifh’d his. firft Part, he had not con- 
fulted Weaver's Funeral Monuments, who gives a very per- 
tinent Account of the making Roi/fon Crofs, and of the O- 
tigin of the Town, and of Lady Ro1sia’s Family, exaétly 
athe Doétor has done, which therefore is a ftrong Con- 
fsmation of. his Opinion; for Weaver was a Perfon well 
verfed in our Engli/h Antiquities, had an extraordinary, Ac- 
quaintance with all the great Aptiquaries of his Time, and 
had perufed all the Records and Books of Antiquities in the 


ingdom. goa 
jm Lady-Roisia. was a Widow, fhe retired to New- 
fos, a Manor belonging to ber Jointure, ‘two little Miles’ off 
Reifton: Over thefe delightful Chalk-Hills,; where the Beauty 
ofthe Turf invited her to walk toward the Place where the 
two great Roads meet, being. her own Demefnes, and the 
Amufement which Travellers afford. . Then fhe thought. fit 
to erect the Crofs, whofe Stump ftill remains. The Crofg it- 
felf was a coftly,Stonc of great Height, like an Obelitk, let 
into the bottom Part with Mortaife. and Tenon, and. that 
fetupon three'or four Steps, On the Top of all was a Ca- 
tal; carv’d with a Crucifix, the Virgin. Mary, or fome 
ints; and this Crofs ,became .of great Eminence in | this 
wide, uninhabited, downy Country, and was called from the 
Foundrefs, Roi/e’s Crofs. 
Afterward 
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Afterward Countefs’ Rorsia married to’ Payn Beaue 
Baron of Bedford, by whom fhe had one) Sony and three 
Daughters ; Simon Baron of Bedford. A Daughter married 
to’ Keper, who hdd the Name, Arms, and Eftate, of the 
great. Northumbrian Baron Mowbray, by Gift of Henry), 
Another Daughter married into the great and.antient F; 

y we Wakes. ‘Arthird Daughter married to William Fin 

After the Death of Payn Beauchamp, Lady Rots 
retired to her former Manfion of New/els, taking her 
Walks as formerly, upon that moft-agreeable Down. 
in. the Decline of Life, her Children: alp -feparated from he 
and thinking onvher latter End, fhe took it into her Mind 
make ‘this. fepulchtal Chapel, by her Crofs, in the pure: Chal, 
an expenfive Work! She order’d a little Cott to be built 
over the Entrance, and here fhe | frequently’ retir’d t 
Devotion and Meditation,: for the laft Years of -her Lifes and 
here fhe was buried. a 

But her building a fumptuous Crofs here, and. frequent 
ing the Place for fo long.together, (as we fhall. find by and 
by) render’d it fo'eminent, and excited fuch: a Spirit of Re 
ligion at the Place, that her Succefflors: in New/els' Manor 
immediately founded aPriory here, ‘dedicated to: Thomata 
Becket; as then. was’ the Fathion, in Compliment to King 
Henry; ard King Richard confirmed! it, and gave thempa 
Graat for Markets and Fairs. Thea finns began-to be bull 
in the Place, at that Time called Roife’s:Crofs ;: but in Pe 
ee. of Time it bedame a Town, as having: the Advantagt 
6f wo great Roads, and fp it was at laft-called Roi fe’s' Tow 
yy ar - 0 , 

ifton had been a confiderable Town in Saxon Tintey 

as: Mr. P—— would‘have it, it would not have been omitted 
in-Demefday Book *. But this Account of! the Place is de 
unanimous Sentimerit of Camden, Weaver, Chauncy, Sale 
mon, and’ all Writers that have ever fpoke about it, wit 
have contulted all the Records: and Monuments poffibly 
be found, Whence all the: Reafon imaginable; all the’ Ne 
ture of Things, all: the: Authority, fufficiently eonfpre® 
thow, that the Account above of the fubterraneous Cry} 
cannot be far diftant from the Truth. ae 
But Mr. P—- pretends to contradiG them - all, by hisowt 
arbitrary Conjectures. only, and<alle them at'the fame tit] 
Keafons, Proofs, and Demonttrations. : 


_ Tea 


* Page 38. 
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‘The’ Cofttincfs of the Work fhows, it muft have been 
done by'a Perfon of Quality. The Situation of it thows, it 
muft have been dort before there was'a Town ‘at the Place 
The fine Gatden-Mold 10'Foot deep, wheréin-the Body w 
buried, ‘fhows it'to. have been the Turf‘ of the Down thay’ 
of before here was any Habitation. The Rottennefs of the 
Bones, fhiows they iad been buried 5 or 660 Years, The Na- 
tire, Manner, and Ornaments of the Place, fhows ‘it to 
lave been an Oratoty of fome pious and retiréd Perfon. The 
Manntrof the Deftertt, fhows it to have belong’d to fome 

ePerfon. The Grave ‘in the Place, fhows it fo have 
been defign’d for a Sepulchral Chupel.. ~The Scull and Banées 
manifeflt it to have been a Female Corpfeé. 

‘Its Situation there indicates, it was madé for the Sake of 
the Crofs. The Demefne' wherein it“ was made, all ‘point 
wut'to that pious and ‘virtiows' Lady RorsrA, who was con- 
vetn’d in building many Houfes of Religion, many of whole 
Family, Relations and Friends, became profefféd’ Religious. 
The Manner, Tafte, Habits, Nature, Number and Order of 
the Figures, the whole Hiftory of the Imagery within, as 
taplained by the Doétor from ‘the authentit Hiftorians ot 
the Time, do indeed fo wonderfully confirm and illuftrate the 
whdle Scheme, that we cannot hope to fee any thing of this 
Sort better proved. 

Little Difficulties, Doubts and Cavils, may be farted b 
an ill-natur’d Writer, arid objected to any thing, that ever 
was, Ct can be wrote. What Mr. P— this mufter’d 
up, are fufficiently’ diffipated by the Dr. and very largely. 
I fhall not trouble the Reader with them here, but purfue the 
more agreeable Plan of reciting the whole Hiftory contain’d 
in the Bai Relieve Work, which this contemplative Lad 
has cut from time to time, in her Hours of Retirement here. 
It will revive the almoft effac’d Ideas of the Piety of our 
Anceftors, of Englifh Magnanimity, and Prench Perfidy.; 
and entertain us with many curious and important Parts of 
our Hiftory in thefe early Days. 

The Dr. fays, that ic appears to him, that our good Lady 
Rotsia made this Crypt about the Year 4170, the remark- 
thle Year of the Pacifeation between our Monarch Henry II. 
and that haughty Prelate Thomas a Becket, and the Year of 
Betket’s Death. She propofed to herfelf fomewhat of an 
Afcetic Life here, in Imitation of her Grandfather, the firit 
dubry de Vere Earl of Guifnes, who in his latter Days enter’d 
into a Religious Houfe of his own founding. Her Sifter-in- 
hw Lucia, Wife to the Earl of Oxford, became a Priorels ; 

Vou. LIT. Aa her 
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her Brother. Willigm de Vere was; Bilhop of Hereford ;:ano- 
ther Brothér was. .Abbot of - Se/by; another, Canon. of §, 
Ofjth’s. Her great- Friend and Relation Richard . de Lucy, 
Lord Chief Juttice, of the Realm, sefign’d all- his. great 
Powers and Dignities, and dy’d in a Priory of his own found. 


At this Timé, Religion was rightly; valued. by the Greg 
Ones, as the ultimate Harpinets of this Life, and. Hope of 
the next... If they inclined to Superftition, it was an Thome 
infinitely more eligible than the, prefent Degeneracy, , throm 
ing”. off all°Religion, both Appearance.and Reality, But 
i asi People think in theis Years of Gayety, they wil 
at length find” (as“the.Dr. obferves) that .the Soul of Ma, 
ike .Noak’s Dove, ¢an. find no Rett for: the ;Soal of. he 


oot, but‘on the Ark of Religion. ") 

*"''To ‘have a right, Underftanding of. the Place we are :wi- 
ting upon, “tis neceflary, we, fhould have a, Notion of. the Re 
ligion ,of thole.Timtés,, and particularly their too high; Re 
gardto:Saints ; for then, as ftill, the: Papi/ts attributed, mot 
‘extravagant Powers to Saints; and God Almighty. was robb 
of ‘a great, Part of the Worthip, due to -him,. by the Nam 
‘of thefe Saints,. They took folemn, Oaths.on their Redick, 
they pn oh Same Bays to.them. in all Occafions. of Lif; 
‘they gave particular Provinces to them, as; the antient He 
then to their Demi-geds:, One prevented the ill Effeds of 
Earthquakes and Meteors, another. cured particular Difeale 
pné,proteéted Warriors and -other Profeffions, others prefide 
over diftinct Elements, .and the like;, and, every County 
had its peculiar Patton... Even now among, the Papiftsy % 
snag preferyes Bread-Corn from moulding; St. Gail haste 
‘Care of Geefe, St. Antony of Swine; St. Aphra and Map 
dalen are Patroneifes of the Lewd ; St. Rach cures the Frenb 
Difeafe ; St. Romanus the Lunatic, &c. 

Hence it was, that at that time of Day, the Picture ofa 
Saint was the common Signature, dra, or Memorial.of aly 
thing on that Day, which they wanted to _ commemoralt 
However their Zeal was mifguided, it muft. be own'd ® 
have been yery great. This induc’d them to found Religits 
Houfes in gteat Numbers and Magnitude, diveiting them 

_felves of large Eftates to endow them ; this made them (tal 
4 Nation at a Time) ruth into the perilous Expeditions 
the Holy Land, whence few retufiu’d Home. This mate 
innumerable Perfons. of both Sexes, and of Figure and For 
‘tune, aswell as thofe in lower Life, devote themfelves® 
Solitude, religious Contemplation and Devotion, in Herm 

tage 
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tares- arid Cloyfters. Many'of Latiy Rorsra’s: Family and 

Relations did it at this Time; and fhe ‘herfelf, perhaps exci- - 
ted by their Example,---who had founded feveral Religious 

Houfes, by herfelf and in Conjunétion» with her Hufbands? 
and ‘Sons, at length 'refolv’d upon providing for her own Se- 
pilture, in the Way deferib’d ; and chéfe the more com- 

mendable’ Method of properly retreating from the World, oc- 

cifionally reelufe, at fet Times and folemm Putpofes of par- 

ticular Modes of Devotion;' in this Place,’ rightly ‘called her 

fepulchral Chapel ; many of the Days whereof, the Dr. pre-" 
difely deduces fromthe very Sculptures in. the Place, agree- 

ing’ fo exaétly with’ the Hiftory of the’Time, and of her 

Family, which he-’mentions: from the -beft Hiftorians, that» 
we muft needs fee nothing, if we do not fee an extraordinary 

Verifimilitude, and to which we: cannot’ poflfibly deny our 

Affent. 

To be continued, 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory of SPAIN while under the Dominion of 
the Houfe of Auftria ; the paffing of that Crown into 
the Family of Bourbon, &c. 


HARLES II. the laft King of Spain of the Houfe of 

| Aiftria, was not full four Years of Age at the Time 

of the Decéafe of the King his Father, who’ though he left 
tis Widow Mary Anne of Auffria Regent, ‘appointed at the 
fine'time a Council, or as they call them-in Spain, a Junta, 
without whofe Advice fhe was to do nothing of Importance. 
This Council of State’ confifted of fix Perfons, four of whom 
iad Seats'therein,. in Right of theit Dignitics.) But the Car- 
dinal 6f Arragon, being: at ‘that time Archbithop: of Toledo, 
ad fhquifitor-General,thé Queen ‘prevailed’ upon him to 
igh the laft of thefe two Places infavour of her Confeffor 
ther Nitard, who thereby. obtained ‘a Place in, the Coun- 
dof Regency, and ‘conf(eqaently:had a‘large‘Share in the 
Government, which by Degrees “he totallyt ingrofled. The 
‘by her Influencevover, the King, her SFhutbarsd, had 


Pvalledsepon him:on-his: Death-bed tw takexno more No# 
wie Aaz2 tice 
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tite of |his natural Son Don Juan,: than if-he hid hot. been 
in the World; which, confidering the Cuftom of Spain, where 
the Baftards of Kings have higher Rank, and greater Honoujs 
paid them, than in any other Country in Europe, was 4 
ftrange Thing, and at the fameitime the mof irapolicag 
Step fhe could have taken; fince after difobliging the People, 
by preferring Father Niterd, fhe fhould never have given 
them a Head, more efpecially fuch a one as Don Fuan, who 
was.already as much confidered in the Kingdom, as if he had 
been the lawful Brother of the King. It, muit be own'd thatithe 
Spanifh Hiftory, and to fay the Fruth, fearce any Hiftoy 
prefents us with a more inactive or inglorious Reign, than thi 
of which we are fpeaking. But for all that, the Events that 
happened under it were fuch as require that it fhould be perfeétly 
well known, as they: hada ftrong Influence upon the Affair 
of Europe ; and as for want of being acquainted with them, 

moft of our Writers have given.us falfe, or at leaft very im- 

2009 Notions of the Spani/h Government and Nation, at the 

ime of this Prince’s Death, and the pafiing of the Crown it- 

to the Houfe of Bourbon, which we have been made to believe 

was in Confequence of a forged Will and againft the gene- 

ral Inclinations of the People ; whereas, in Fae, neither of 

thefe were tnue, as will clearly be fhewn to the attentive 

Reader of the following Hiftory, which we will begin wih 


giving impartially the Characters of the pnciral Perfons com 


cerned therein, and purfue the fame Method through th 
whole of this important Period. 
The young King had a great. deal of Wit and Spirit fe 
a Child of his Age; and though the Education given: him 
was very indifferent, yet his Parts alone enabled him todt 
cover a vetter Genius for Government, and a greater Ce 
pacity than either his Father or Grandfather. How he cat 
to lofe thefe Parts, and to grow cqually feeble in Mind ani 
in Body, will be joe So for hereafter. Hig Mother 
the Queen Regent, Daughter to one Emperor, aad Sie 
to another, was intirely devoted to the German In 
ambitious to the higheft Degree, fond of Power, which & 
was far from knowing how to ufe; and as little eg 7 
making a right'Choice of thofe to whom fhe fou 
obliged to confide it. Don Fuan was in the thirty-fixth Ya 
of his Age, of a middle Stature, an agreeable -Perfon, i 
enough of the Spen/> Gravity to pleafe that Nation, buts 
fo much as to. difguft Strangess : He had an excellent 
cation, great Pants, was wife, brave, learned, and with 
very fine Gentleman, He had reduced. the Kiegion pe 
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Naples when in Rebellion, had governed all the Spasi/> Do- 
minions in Jtaly with the Title of Vicar~General ;. had af- 
terwards commanded againft the Portugueze; amd at the 
time of his Father’s Death, was at the Head of the Privy 
Council, from whence the Queen removed him with an Intent 
to have him fent. into Flanders ; for which Country when 
fhe concluded he was embarked, fhe thought fit to caufe bis Fa- 
vourite Don Fofeph Maliadas to be apprehended and ftrangled 
two Hours. afterwards, by a Warrant under her own Hand. 
Father Nitard was a Man of a very moderate Capacity,who 
knew how to govern the Queen, and to’ make his Court to 
fome of the Grandees, by flattering them ; one may guefs at 
his Character by the Apology that he publifhed for bis Oon- 
dué, in which he thought he fufficiently acquitted himfelf 
of the Death of Molladas, by alledging, that at the Time 
ithappened he was faying his Prayers. Don Fuen was at 
Bareclona when this was done, and was no fooner made ac- 

inted with it, than he returned from thence nearer to 
Madrid. The Queen, who was extremely provoked, caufed his 
Secretary to be feized, and banifhed the Prince himfelf: but 
thefe Meafures had a very bad Effect. The common People in 
Spain are born Politicians, and it is not eafy to conceive 
with what Freedom, and with how much good Senfe they 
talk of publick Affairs, which however are no where worle 
managed than in that Country. In all the great Cities, the 
common Difcourfe of thofe Times was, that they were an 
undone People, their King a Child, the Reins.of Government 
in the Hands of a Woman, and by her committed to thofe 
of a Stranger. One may well perceive, that thefe Difcourfes 
were not very wide of the Truth, and that Things could 
not go extremely well abroad, while. they. were in fuch 
4 Diforder at Home ; and the Truth is, that they went fo, 
as that it was not well poffible they fhould go worfe. 

A young Prince of the Abilities and Quality of Don Juan, 
knew very well how to ma the Temper and Difcontents 
of the Multitude, fo as ‘to his Intereft therein ; and 
therefore he took Care to feed the Malecontents with Hopes, 
t© give them private Informations, and to hint to them 
fom Time to ‘lime, Promifes of Protection; till at laft their 
Clamours rofe fo high, that he took Occafion from thence 
te seprefent to the Queen, that the whole Kingdom was in 
4 Ferment, Affairs both at Home and Abroad in a declining 
Condition; and that no Remedy could be. effectual but the 
puting things inte a new Channel, which mut be bein, by 
Waite ending 
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fending. her’ foreign Mimnifter, Father Nitard, out-of the. 


Kingdom. ‘The Queen, asic might well be expected, ‘took 
this ‘very much amifs, and. gave Don Fuan fuch am Anfwer, 
as, fhewed plainly that fhe meant to infift upon. her! Authos 
rity,?and4o puth this as far as: it would go; a ftrong Proof 
of which fhe gave in.caufing Patinho, Don Fuan’s:Secretary, 
to be arrefted, which, had: no’ better Confequence than make 


ing him lofe all ‘Tempers fo that in the beginning of the’ 


Year! 1669; he advancedwverjy near Madrid,’ and fent the 
Queen fuch Meflages as gave’ her ‘plainly to “underftand, that 
he: was séfalved ta carry his. Point. ‘The ‘Queen then) la 
boured by: fair Means.'to-divert him, but it was in. vain; 
he had not:-about him above three hundred Horfe, and yet 
with this’ inconfidcrable Force he gave Law to the Goverm 
ment of Spain. About ‘themiddle uf the Month of 'Februe 
ary Things came to a:Crifis} by a very fhort Meflage he 
fent to the. Queen, to’ this: Effect, that if Father Nitard 
did not think fit to’ go: out: at the Gates of the’ Palace, by 
the twenty-fixth, he \would' come in. Perfon ‘and throw him 
out of the Windows. | It-was'then that the-Queen faw, that 
notwithftanding her Title of Regent, fhe had little or no 
Power ; for fhe attempted.to put the whole City of Madrid 
in a State of Defence, and.the People refufed to obey: her; 
fo that much,againft her Will fhe was forced to fend away’ 
her Confeflor, as fhe did‘dn the twenty-fifth ; "and he went 
direétly to Rome, where ‘fhe gave him foon.after_the Title 
of Ambaflador from the Crown of Spain, sand. procured him 
a Hat from the Pope... Upon: his Promotion, he: wrote a 
very civil.and even fubmiffive, Letter to Dow ‘fuany in hopes 
of paving: thereby: his Way .for).retarning into Spain ; “but 
that Prince never anfwered.! his Letter, ‘and the Cardinal: 
wat wifely drop’d a Defign,: that appeared=to: be impradtis 
cable. ; 

The: Queen after taking this’Step, in order to: remove Don 
‘Fuan out of her Way, and’ that fhe might find Means of 
ijupporting. her Authority, thought proper.-to declare him 
Viceroy of Arragon, .and -this tor tome time. :feem’d very 
well to.anfwer her Inteutions,:that: Prince. retiring thither, 
and. applying himfelf wich Diligence to difcharge the Duties 
of his high Office. In :the:menit.time the Queen found-obt 
a new’ Favourite, a Spanifh Gendeman, whofe Name ws 
Don Ferdinand de Valenzuelajca Petfon. neither’ diftingui bed 
by Birth, Service, or anyogreat:Qualitics. ‘He eameto Coutt 
in no higher Rank than ,thateob a; Noblemanjs: Pog 
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made his Addreffes..to the Queen’s ; Favourite, .married, her, 
ind thereby ‘came: to have. aJarge Share in her Miftrefs’s 
Favour, rofe by very quick Steps: to the firft Employments, 
and became: as abfolute,. and a’ much - hated .a Favourite as 
Father Nitard. ‘Several of the Nobility, who, were), fincerely 
in the Queen’s. Intereft, reprefented to her, the bad, Confe- 
quences that miuft naturally follow, from her too great Re- 
gr’ for fuch 4 Perfon.; but it::was,.in .vain, the Queen re- 
wain’d fixed 'to her jown Sentiments, and. thefe Remonftran- 
ees had no other Effedt, than: in-makiag. ber. endeavour to 
rife this Gentleman’s, Fortune fo-bigh, that it fhould. not be 
aly to fhake its.In thefe. Sort; af Difputes, :while: the Af- 
hirs of the Kingdom: were. daily, growing  worfe and, worfe; 
aout, fix Years were ,wafted ; fo::thatsen_the oth; of Nov. 
16755 the King was:declared Majors) agcardiig to\the Laws 
of Spain, having theg ‘acquired :tbeiAge; of Fourteen.: The 
Queen howéver:took this Stapmmerelyfor the Sake of Form, 
for fhe had: not the \leaft, Interitiometo: quit: the Adminiftra, 
tion, ; On the contrary, fhe caufedian Act. to be drawn. in 
the King’s Namie, ‘declaring, that the Burthen of publick Af- 
firs being too heavy, for him. to /bear in his tender.Agey he 
was defirous:asiwel] yout of Regard. to the Welfare of his 
§ubjeéts, as-for his-own Kafe;;.to Jeaveithe: Care of the Go- 
vernmeht in the: Hands. of ‘the: Queen Mother, and of, th 
Junta. She didnot in the Jeafk- doubt, of the King’s Con- 
fent ; but. :wher. this, ACt was» prefented-to him fome -Days 
afterwards for.shim to fign, he; abfolutely tefufed,\ with. this 
remarkable Expréfiion:; ‘* Lhope that God,. from whofe Pro- 
“vidence' I receive my: Deminions,-will be gracioufly. pleafed 
“to give me the Capacity of;.goverming.the People -he. has 
*committed.ta my Charge.” This was certainly well {fpoken, 
and it\is thought: the Actions of this young Prince would 
have been {yitable to. this Declaration; bat: we are told, that 
his Chocolate was fo prepared, that.in.a, dort Time he ap- 
parently declined both in Health and in, Parts, and the Queen 
temain’d in full Poffeflion of her Authority. 

It is not to’ be imagined, that in fo. great.a Kingdom there 
hhould not he fome of: the Nobility. who preferved a, juft Re- 
gard for their Prince and for his,People: Such as were in thefe 
Yentiments. thought they could: not. take a more effectual 
Step, than to reprefent the State that Affairs were in to Don 

uan, who had: already received fome Intimations of that 

ind, and had -wgitten freely, -but .at;the fame Time yery 
tefpectfully to: the Queen, befeeghing ‘her Majefty. to take 
Care of the King’s Education, to leflen: the Taxes, and to 
provide 
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provide for the Security of the wo ee. which faffered ox. 
ceedi by the War, in which the was then engaged 
againft France. But all thefe Meafures had liede ERA; 
the Queen valued her own Power beyond all. things; and 
yet the raifing and ieee Sapa, whom fhe ‘made 4 
Grandee of Spain of the firft Clafs, was almoft the fle 
Point that feemed to merit her Attention, and: the only Ef, 
feét of that Authority which the fo eafily obtained, and way 
at fo much Pains to keep, The Patriot Lords therefore had 
Recourfe: to another Meafure; they applied themfelves to the 
King, and having reprefented to him in general the Situ 
tion of his Affairs, they infifted more particularly on the 
Circumftances of his Perfon, which were fuch, that he way 
properly ipeaking, very little better than a Prifoner, the 

arquifs de Valenzuela {uféering none to come near him but 
thofe he'teok to be in his Iatereft., Thefe Difcourfes made 
fuch an Impreffion upon the:King, that he readily demanded 
what Remedy could appl ed’; to which it was immediate 
ly anfwered, that the only Way he had to deliver himelf 
was to withdraw fecretly to Buen Retiro, fend for Don Fume 
thither, and reform the Government by his Advice. 
owned the Thing was difficult, and they fet forth the Di 
culties, that they might the better judge of the Spirit of theif 
Prince. ‘The King’ told them, that in Spight of thofe Dif 
culties he would be free; and that on fuch a Day 

igit give Don FuanNotice he expected to fee hie 
Buen Retiro. They obeyed him, tho’ at the fame time they 
very much doulited whether the King would be able to keep 


his Word.’ The Evening, before, he retired to his Apartment 
formewhat ¢arlicr than uiual, and about the Beginning of tht 
Night, attended only by ond Gentleman, he wrapped hiny 
felf vip in his Cloak; and walked on Foot to Bien Retin 
Fhis -fgnal Event happen’d in the Year 1677, when the 
King was about fixteen Years old. 


It was not Frey his Majefty came to the appointed 


Place, that Don ‘fuan, who waited not far off, was 

to his Prefence, and was received with all the Joy and Sati- 
fa@tion imaginable. A total Revolution enfucd ; the Que 
Mother was fent to Toledo, and there clofely confined m4 
Convent ; ftriét Search was made for the Marquifs de Valew 
suela, who withdrew. for fame time in hopes of efcaping 
the Storm. He took Shelter in the Monaftery of the Z/ar 
rial, but falling fick there; was difcover'd, fisit fent to 
fon, next degraded from all his Dignitics, and laftly, feat 
Prifoner to the Philippines, from whence he was to go a 
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ahd to be there treated as a Slave.” He behaved better in his 
Misfortunes ‘than he ‘had done in his Profperity, lived to. re- 
cover his Liberty, and afterwards return’d to Spain. It is 
impofille to exprefs. how much. Joy the Kingdom received, 
from this Change of Affairs; and indeed it might have been 
higily advantageous to the Nation, if i¢ had not wrought a 
Chang¢ in Don’ “fuan, who having now the Royal Authority 
if bis oWn Hands, thought of nothing: fo. much as how to ° 
keep it, and ‘to feture himfelf from any new, Change. The 
Peact ‘of Nimeguen, which was miade, fo much to the Ad- 
vantage “of France and at the Expence of Spain, raifed,a 
great Clamour, tho” it was a. neceffary Step, the Kingdom 
being fo exliaufted, that the Lofs muft have been ftill great- 
erifthe War had continued. Yet the Grandees were much 
difédntehted, the People murmured, and Don Fuan found 
hmfelf more uneafy at’ the Head of the Adminiftration, 
than“while he‘ was exiled from Court. The King’s Marriage 
was thé next’ gréat Affair brought upon the Carpet, and the 
Printef$ intended’ for him by the Queen-Mothe:, was the 
Empéfor’s Dauphter ; but this being much againft the Inte- 
ret of Dow *Fuan, he caufed the Picture of a French Princefs, 
nighter*to’ the: Duke of ‘Orleans, to be put into the King’s 
s with whom he fell paffionately in Love. Itis faid, that 
Don Fuan afterwatds repented of this, and inclined rather to 
havé martiéd the King to the Infanta of Portugal. But his 
wi adhéred to his firft Choice; and tho’ Don Fudn pro- 
In Council, that ‘as this Princefs ‘was not the Daughter 
of4Ctown’d Head, it fhould be infifted upon, that fome of 
the Places yielded by the laft Treaty fhould be reftored to 
Spain; -yer'the’ King, and the Grandees out of Refpeét to 
him, rejected this Propofal, for Fear it fhould b:come an 
Obfldle to’the Marriage. This Point being carried, againft 
Don'Fudh, an Oppofition was quickly formed ; ang tho’, fo fit 
hy Sy at this Diftance of Time, his Power was his 
peateft Crime, “yet abundance of Things were imputed to 
racy on of a very, high Notre, which was, 
‘he intetided to get himifeli declared Infant of Ca/i/e, 
which'Would have given him a Capacity of fugceeding to the 
ngdom ;“ but when it is confider’d that he projetied the 
g's Matriave, that he was himfe]f fingle, and his Health 
cining, one can ftarce fee any Probability in a Charge of 
mis Nature, “Thofé who were moft forward in this Cabal 
manit Don “Suan, formed another Project . for recalling the 
uen-Mother ;’ and ‘notwithftanding all that ‘had pafled, 
m means~’by the’ Help ‘of his Confeflor, to bring ‘the 
Til. Bb King 
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King to relifh this Propofal. ‘The Marquifs de Villars, who 
was now come a fecond time Ambaflador from the King of 
France, was alfo drawn into this Party; and great Uneafi. 
nefs he gave Don ‘fuan, notwithftanding that he was fenfible 
the Queen’s Marriage was originally of his propofing, 

The Chagrin which great Minds naturally conceive u 
unexpected ill Treatment, wrought fo powerfully upon Bo 
‘Juan's Conftitution, that it turned an Ague he caught in th 
Beginning of Winter into a mortal Difeafe ; fo that he did 
not live to fee the Queen, whofe Marriage created him 
many Mortifications. When it appear’d that his Life wa 
in fo great Danger, the King made him frequent Vifits, and 
lamented very finecrely a Lofs that was irreparable. In thele 
Conferences Don Fuan talked to him very freely ; he thewal 
him the miferable State of his Affairs, explained to him th 
Means by which his Kingdom became fo exhaufted ; thewed 
him what he had done for his Service, and how impofliblet 
was for him to do more. He demonftrated to him. at hi 
Death, which happen’d on the 17th of September 1679, that 
all his Enemies had publifhed concerning his Defigns wer 
Calumnies and Fiction. For his Eftate, which was not ver 
large, he left it entirely to the King; and his Jewels, whi 
were much more valuable in Proportion, he divided between 
the Qucen Dowager and the Queen Confort, 

With him expired the Genius of the Spanifh Monee 
at leaft, of this Branch of the Houfe of Au/ffria. cit 
was now no Prime Minifter, indeed f{carce any Minifter at 
all; the Secretary of State for foreign Affairs was a Perfon pit 
in by Don ‘Yuan, pro Tempore, but he continued and acted aa. 
Minifter ; becaufe the Parties at Court behaved with fuch Vie 
lence againft each other, that the King could not. find him 
felf ‘at ‘Liberty to appoint a Man of proper Rank. to that 
Office. The fame kind of Diforder fpread jtfelf, thro” the 
whole’ Adminiftration; and as a Proof of the Weaknels 
their Councils, 2 Marriage (upon which the Fate of thet 
own Kingdom, and indeed the Fate of Europe in fome Mee 
fure depended) was celebrated -in a Village of about Pate 
Cottages, and in which there was not one tolerable Hoult, 
The only Senfe ‘their Grandees fhew’d upon this Occafion 
was, their endeavouring to hinder the French Ambafladors from 
being prefent, and éven in this they did not fucceed, 
were extreamly pleafed with their new Queen upon her, 
Appearance, who by the Way was Grand-daughter to ou 
King Charles I. and Niece to King Charles I. then reignitf % 
By Degrees they grew out of Humour with the, Queei 
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thiefly becaufe fhe had no Children; but this did not hinder 
their being more out of Humour with the Queen-Mother, 
for Reafons that have been before hinted, and which, it. does 
not become me more largely to explain. 

The greateft. Advantage that accrued to France from, this 
Marriage,*was the keeping at AZadrid fo able a Minifter as 
the Marquifs de Villars, who looked thoroughly into,all the 
Spanifo Affairs, and gave his Mafter fo clear an Account of 
them, that he knew much better what Spain cou’d do, than 
his Catholick Majefty and his Council, as appeared by the 
Meafures he took. The Queen dying without. Children, 
anda frefh War breaking out ‘with France, the ftrange 
Weaknefs of the Spanish Monarchy. ‘beeame vifible, to.all. £u- 
mpe; the Englifh and Dutch Forces were employed in de- 
fending the Spani/b Provinces in the Low-Countries; and the 
Englifh Fleet for Years together cover’d,the Coafts of Spain, 
at which Time all her Ports were open to us, and Gibraltar 
and Port- Mahon were as much our own as they are now, 
abating only our Garrifons and our Expence, 

The Gazettes of thofe Times indeed, fometimes mention 
1 Spanifh Armada ; but alas, it was no longer fo. much as 
the Shadow of what it once appear’d. Five or fix old Ships, * 
il mann’d, and miferably provided, were all that the Spanish 
Court could put to: Sea; their Armies were in the fame 
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ie: Condition, their Treafury in a worfe ; and therefore we may 
er tt be fatishied, that the T’erms procured for them by the Peace 
vn pat of Ryfwick, were neither owing to their own Power, or the 
dasa. tation of France, but to the Wifdom and Steddinefs 


of King William, who remembring the Services that Spain 
lad done him, and confidering the Ballance of Power in Eu- 
ripe, infitted upon what he obtained; and Lewis XIV. know- 
ig the Value of a Peace at that Time, confented the more 
ingly to what was propofed, and executed what he con- 
nted to with unufual PunQtuality ; becaufe the Reputation 
H good Faith was of greater Confequence to him at that 
Mure, than the Breach of it would have been. It was 
mthe very fame Reafon that he treated the Crown of Spain 
i! More than ordinary Refpect, and made no Difficulty of 
aang by fome Inadvertencies committed on his Frontiers, 
uch he would have refented at any other Time. The 
mi@rds did not fee this, but attributed the Care of their 
Sand the Complaifance of their Enemies, to the Gran- 
at of their Crown, at a Time when it was fo far funk, 
pat the King could not find Money for his ordinary Jour- 
into the Country ; and when they were infulted even 
Bb 2 : . by 
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by the fmaller States of Europe, of which,we_ have giv 
a furprizing Inftance in the Article of Prufia. But thisis 
not at all- wonderful, fince in Kingdoms as well as jp 
great Families, Pride rifes highcft. when their Circumftaney 
are at the wortt. 

The King in 1690 fad’ married a Princefs of phe Houf 
of Neubourg, by whiont he had no Children, and. his Heahb 
declining daily, all Europe fhewed more Cor'cern for his Sue 
ceflion than was’ difcovered even in Spain itfelf. This wa 
the great Motive to the Jate Peace, which was quickly, fl 
lowed by the firft’Treaty of Partition; in refpeét to whic 
the Sincerity of all. Parties has been very juftly called 
Queftion: leis believed, ‘and not without Foundation, that 
notwithftanding the Promife made by France, of keeping 
that Treaty a profound Secret, fhe gave private Noticed 
it to’ the Spanifp Miniftry, who were exceffively . alarmed 
This. produced an Inquiry into the Title of the EleGoul 
Prince’ of Bavaria, which the Spfanifh Lawyers- held to k 
good, notwithftanding a Renunciition was made on Pympol 
to barr it; and this was the firft Blow given to the Hops 
of the Imperial Family ; and a very. home Blow it was, fort 
decided ¢wo important Points : Firft, that Nearnefs of Blooi 
otight to ‘be confidered; and next, that no Renuntigio 
could prejudice the Right that this gave.’ “The & 
cond ‘Treaty of Partition, occafioned by the Death d 
that young Prince, was in like ‘manner, and_ for the vey 
fame’ Reafons, communicated to the: Court of Spain, whet 
it had the defired Effect ; for his Catholick Majefty, and is 
Minifters, immediately took aRefolution to defeat this Schem 
of a Divifion, and to preferve the Spani/h Monarchy entit 
for the next Heir, though as yet they had‘not determist! 
who that Heir fhould be. It is certain that ‘the King w 
inclined to the Imperial Branch of the Houfe of Auffria ; a! 
wasSthe Knowledge the Court of Vienna bad of his Inch 
ons that induced her to reje& both the Treaties of Pa 
titi¢n, But France had a powerful Party at. the Spanye 
Court, who infinuated to the King that thefe Treati¢s pla 
ly proving the general Opinion of difinterefted Courts, 0 
the French Family had a Right, or at leaft a Colour of Righ 
they very eafily prevailec, that the Validity of the Renun 
tions by which this Right was fuppofed to be deftrayt 
fhoild ‘be examined and decided at Rome. The Piety of # 
King drew him to this ; and there was nothing in it at ar 
pugnant to Policy or Juftice, the Religion of all: the Past 
teing confidered. ‘Ihe Pope appointed a particular Compe 
gatl 












































Literary and Hifforical REGISTER. 189 


gation to examine this Affair, and notwithftanding the Exi- 
gency thereof, that Congregation went through ‘it with all 
FEecamipettion that its Importance feemed! to demand. 
At Jaft they came to a Point,,and determined clearly that 
the Renunciations. were .void, at leaft with refpe& to the 
Pofterity of the .Princefles, who made them,; and for -this 
Decifion they gave many, and thofe very plaufible Reafons. 

The Determination of the Court of Rome. did not arrive 
at, Madrid before the Month of Auguft 1700, when the 
King was thought by thofg about him to be very near his Enc. 
The Cardinal Porte-Carreroy who was at the Head of the Mi- 
niltny, prefled his Majefty to lofe no farther Time, but to fix 
this Point, on which. the ‘future Tranquillity, of his People fo 
much depended, That,Cardinal, ‘and .the. whole Council, 
were inclined to prefer: the Houfe of Bourdon te the Imperial 
Branch of that of Aufiria, for various. Reafons.. Firft,_ be- 
caufe from the late Decifion, the Right feemed. incontefta- 
bly in. that Houfe; next; becaufe it feemed the fureft Means 
of difappointing the ‘Treaty, of Partition ;-)and laftly, |be- 
caufe. they had felt. fo many Inconveniences already from the 
Dependence of Spain upon the Empire, that they could not 
by any means think of. taking fuch a‘Step, as fhould at once 
encreafe this Dependence,. and in‘ all. human. Probability fix 
it upon them ‘for ever, if it: fucceeded ; and ,if it did not, 
leave France at Liberty to difmember their Monarchy, while 
they had not fo much as a, Pretence to demand the Affiftance 
of their Allies, who had in the moft folemn, Manner . ac- 
knowledged the Juftice of the French Pretenfions by the two 
Treaties, of Partition... But tho’ the: Spanifh Miniftry agreed 
in this Point, yet they. were extremely divided. in another. Some 
were for calling the Duke of Anjou, the Dauphin’s fecond Son, 
tothe Succeflion. ; while others were better difpofed to: the 
Duke,of Chartres, eldeft Son to the Dukeiof Orleans, after- 
wards Regent of France. by that Title. The. Reafon upon 
which the former, Party, went was this, that the Right 
to the Crown of Spaix being in the Dauphin, he might cer- 
tainly, if he pleafed, transfer'it to his fecond Son; and the 
Beat Argument urged by the latter, was, that the Duke of 

artres might very. probably be agreeable to the Maritime 
Powers, and prevent any Difputes about the Succeffion. Yet 
the Confideration of the Power of the French King, and the 
Improbability that he would employ this Power in favour 
of his Nephew again{ft his Grand-Children, got the better of 
the laft Keafon; and the Members of his Catholick Ma- 
jefty’s Council of State agreed to call the Duke of Anjox 
to the Succeffion. 


It 
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It was with great Difficulty that the King was brought to 
relifh this Propofition ; but her reflefting on it ferioufly, be 
direéted his laft Will and Teftament to be drawn, in the Pre. 
amble of which he recited the Invalidity of the Renuncia 
tions, and the inconteftable Right of the Dauphin, whok 
fecond Son he declared his Heir, requiring all the Subjeds of 
the Crown of Spain in all Parts of his Dominions ‘to ae. 
knowledge him as fuch, immediately upon his Demife. In 
Cafe of his Deceafe without Heirs, his younger Brother: the 
Duke of Berry was to be called to the Succeffion, which failing, 
the Crown was limited to the Arch-duke Charles, and after 
him to the Duke of Savoy and his Children. This Will wa 
figned with all the requifite Formalities upon the 2d of Of. 
ber, and the Faé& was generally known, but the Contents 
were kept an abfolute Secret. The Imperial Minifter Count 
D’ Harrach had no doubt that the Succeffor appointed wasthe 
Arch-duke, and was ‘therefore very well pleafed the Thing 
was done. The French Minifler Count De» Harcourt, ‘who 
had a much better Intereft with the Spanifob Grandees, re 
ceived fuch Intimations as kept him eafy ; and the Miniftry, 
for their own Sccurity, gave private Intelligence of this 
Event to the French King. After the figning his Will his 
Catholick Majefty grew better, and continued fo for aboit 
a Fcrtnight, then relapfed, and died on the 26th of Ofeb 
“4700, in the 39th Year of his Age, and the 35th of his 
‘Reign, which he had fpent very unprofperoufly for himfelf, 
as well as for his Subjets, and died very uneafy, as having 
‘a juft Forefight of the Mifchiefs that his Death muft inevi- 
tably bring upon his People. He was no fooner expited, 
than the Grandees affembled at the Palace in order to open 
his ‘Peftament, and the Imperial Minifter went thither alo; 
but was amaz’d‘to hear at his Arrival, that the Duke of #4 
jou was by the late King’s Will declared his Succeflor, of 
which he gave his Mafter Notice as foon as it was in fis 
Power. ‘The Regency appointed by the fame Will took up 
on them the Government, and difpatched inftantly Letter 
of Felicitation and Invitation to their new Monarch; but 
tho’ they agreed in this, yet their Harmony lafted not long. 
The Queen Dowager and the Inquifitor-General, who wert 
both of the Regency, began to cabal againft the new King; 
but Cardinal Porto-Carrero remained firm to his firft’ Prin 
ciples, and labour’d hard to perfuade all the Nobility of the 
Neceffity they were under of attaching themfelves unanr 
moufly to the Intereft of King Philip » Of the Cones 
an 
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and Effects of his Exhortations, we fhall fpeak copioufly here- 
after. 

But before we quit this Subject, and enter upon the Hif- 
tory of the new Reign, which will put an End ‘to this Ar- 
tite, it may not be amifs to take Notice of. fomething new 
which may be faid upon this Head,tho’ often handled. by 
the ableft Pens, and confidered over and over again by the 
greateft Politicians. ‘The Reader will pleafe to obferve, that 
the War, to which an End was put by the peace of Nimeguen, 
by which Spain loft fo many fine Towns and fair Countries 
in the Netherlands, was commenced by France, under a Co- 
lour of Right the King had by his Wife (notwithftanding all 
Renunciations) to thofe Places, and to many more which be- 
longed to him by the fame Right. This was faid to arife 
from the ‘Jus Devolutionis which prevails in Brabant ; and 
which in few Words is this; That where a Man has two 
Wives, the Heirs of his arft Wife, Male and Female, are 
Heirs to each other before the Children of the fecond Marriage; 
and therefore upon the Death of Prince Balthazar, his Ca- 
tholick Majefty’s eldeft Son, the moft Chriftian King claim- 
edthefe Countries in Right of the Infanta Maria Therefa, 
Sifter of the whole Blood to Prince Balthazar, in. Vertue 
of the us Devolutionis. There have been whole Volumes 
written on each Side of this Controverfy, with which I fhall 
not meddle at all; but take it for granted, that the Right 
aw well as Power, was on the Side of France. I fhall alfo 
take it for granted, that the mot Chriftian King and his 
Son the Dauphin might refign, as they did to the Duke 
of Anjou, all their Rights ; from whence it clearly follows, 
that Philip V. was the Reprefentative of ‘the Infanta Maria 
Therefa, and had a juft Title to all her Rights; from whence 
I think there can be nothing plainer or more inconteftable, 
than that all the Countiies.and Places yielded to France by 
the Treaty of .Nimeguen, belonged of Right to the late 
King of Spain, atid» bélong now to his prefent Catholick 
Majeft » who, if he pleafes, may(refign them to his Brother 
Don Philip, and thereby provide him a Settlement, which 
would contribute not a little to the general Tranquillity of 
Europe, and to which Difpofition,” as I conceive, there 
mo Power in Europe would be averfe. The prefent 
French Monarch Lewis XV. has always profefled a very 
high Regard for Juftice, and in the Gafe of the Houfe of 

waria thought himfelf obliged to take up Arms for a 

far more remote, and much lefs clear than this Mae 
have 
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I. have fuggefted in Favour of the King of Spain, whic 
however I leave to the Confideration of fuch as are bettep 
verfed in thefe Points, and thofe to whom they more: properly 
belong,’ But as this was a Matter: which flowed naturally! 
from, my Subjeé, and which appeared in. itfelf both new and! 
important, I thought. myfelf obliged to take Notice of ity 
theirather, becaufe the: prefent King of Spain’ on his: -firft! 
Acceffion to the Throne, declared publickly his Intentiog: 
to maintain all the Rights of his Crown. that. were wellfoundé 
ed, and perhaps amongft thefe it will:be-hard to difcover' any’ 
that is better founded than this. For if the Right ‘that f 
have fuggefted . of sDefcent fhould: not be held good, - then 
the Conceffions: made by the Treaty of Nimeguen -are'in' 
their own, Nature void, as being founded folely on. that'fipe 
pofed. Right ; and take the Thing either Way, the Places poft 
fefled, by France are ufurp’d, and ufurp’d: contrary ‘to ‘the 
Title of the. Crown of Spain, which either one: Way%or' 
other muft. be acknowledged equally: well founded. 


The EN D of Numper. XXXI. 
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